


    

SILENCE IN THE FACE OF CRUELTY: MOROCCAN DRONE MASSACRES IN WESTERNSILENCE IN THE FACE OF CRUELTY: MOROCCAN DRONE MASSACRES IN WESTERN

SAHARASAHARA

IntIntrodroducucon:on: Western SaharaWestern Sahara11  was colonised by Spain as its administering power.  was colonised by Spain as its administering power.

Chapter XI UN Charter defnesChapter XI UN Charter defnes

Non-Sel- Governing Territories asNon-Sel- Governing Territories as

"territories whose peoples have not"territories whose peoples have not

yet aained a ull measure oyet aained a ull measure o

sel-governmentsel-government, , including Westernincluding Western

SaharaSahara22 ".But an independence ".But an independence

movement also began in movement also began in WesternWestern

Sahara itsel, with the creaonSahara itsel, with the creaon

in 1973 o the Polisario Front, whichin 1973 o the Polisario Front, which

rom then on waged a guerrilla war against Spain. And in November 1975, Spainrom then on waged a guerrilla war against Spain. And in November 1975, Spain

'ceded' the territory to Morocco and Mauritania in a 'ceded' the territory to Morocco and Mauritania in a bizarre agreement.bizarre agreement.

Mauritania subsequently withdrew, with Morocco extending the Mauritania subsequently withdrew, with Morocco extending the area under its controlarea under its control33 . .

 __________________________________________ __________________________________________

11 This territory o almost 270,000 square kilometres lies on the western edge o the Sahara Desert, and This territory o almost 270,000 square kilometres lies on the western edge o the Sahara Desert, and
stretches along some 1,000 kilometres o Atlanc coastline. It borders Morocco to the north, Algeriastretches along some 1,000 kilometres o Atlanc coastline. It borders Morocco to the north, Algeria
to the east and Mauritania to the south and southeastto the east and Mauritania to the south and southeast

   22 Non-Sel-Governing Territories Non-Sel-Governing Territories hps://www.un.org/dppa/decolonizaon/es/nsgthps://www.un.org/dppa/decolonizaon/es/nsgt
33 Western Sahara: a living conict in a orgoen area Western Sahara: a living conict in a orgoen area hps://www.es.amnesty.org/en-que-hps://www.es.amnesty.org/en-que-
estamos/blog/historia/arculo/sahara-occidental-un-conicto-vivo-in-a-orgoen-area/estamos/blog/historia/arculo/sahara-occidental-un-conicto-vivo-in-a-orgoen-area/
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Aer a war that lasted 16 years, in 1988 theAer a war that lasted 16 years, in 1988 the

Moroccan authories and the Polisario FrontMoroccan authories and the Polisario Front

agreed on the so-called Selement Plan,agreed on the so-called Selement Plan,

approved by the UN in 1991. It approved by the UN in 1991. It agreed to hold aagreed to hold a

reerendum in which the Saharawi populaonreerendum in which the Saharawi populaon

would choose between thewould choose between the

iinnddeeppeennddeennccee oorr iinntteeggrraaoonn Moroccan border wall in occupied territory Moroccan border wall in occupied territory 

in Morocco.in Morocco.

In order to carry out this agreement, MINURSO (United Naons Mission or theIn order to carry out this agreement, MINURSO (United Naons Mission or the

Reerendum in Western Sahara) was Reerendum in Western Sahara) was created to supervise the ceasefre and created to supervise the ceasefre and implementimplement

a reerendum, which has since been postponed due to the Moroccan government'sa reerendum, which has since been postponed due to the Moroccan government's

reusal to hold itreusal to hold it44 . .

The territory is divided by severalThe territory is divided by several

stretches o military walls, constungstretches o military walls, constung

between them the longest in the worldbetween them the longest in the world

and the one that has separated theand the one that has separated the

people the most, in act, the easternpeople the most, in act, the eastern

part o the wall is controlled by thepart o the wall is controlled by the

Saharawi army, while the western partSaharawi army, while the western part

is controlled by Morocco.is controlled by Morocco.

For more For more than thirty than thirty years, tyears, the Saharawi peophe Saharawi people le hadto wait hadto wait  or the  or the United NaUnited Naons to taons to takeke

seriously the magnitudseriously the magnitude o the problem and the possible consequences. Thirty e o the problem and the possible consequences. Thirty years o waingyears o waing

and and uncertaintyuncertainty..

44 Ibid Ibid
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In these three decades where neither peace has reigned nor war has broken out, In these three decades where neither peace has reigned nor war has broken out, it wasit was

broken when Morocco carried out on Friday 13 broken when Morocco carried out on Friday 13 November 2020 a military aack in theNovember 2020 a military aack in the

region o El Guergueratregion o El Guerguerat55  , in the southwest o We  , in the southwest o Western Sahara, where stern Sahara, where SaharawiSaharawi

civilians were peaceully demonstrangcivilians were peaceully demonstrang66  . The aack, according to the Saharawis,  . The aack, according to the Saharawis,

constuted a violaon o the ceasefre agreement reached in 1991.constuted a violaon o the ceasefre agreement reached in 1991.

Following this aack, the Polisario Front considers the ceasefre with Morocco brokenFollowing this aack, the Polisario Front considers the ceasefre with Morocco broken

and declares a state o war, Polisario Front Secretary General Brahim Ghali issued aand declares a state o war, Polisario Front Secretary General Brahim Ghali issued a

decree to end the ceasefre commitment signed in 1991, which could decree to end the ceasefre commitment signed in 1991, which could pave the way orpave the way or

a military conrontaon between the two sides in a military conrontaon between the two sides in Western SaharaWestern Sahara77 . .

NEW ESCALATION, NEW VICTIM NEW ESCALATION, NEW VICTIM PROFILEPROFILE

Tensions between the two sides have been renewed: drones - the weapon o choice -Tensions between the two sides have been renewed: drones - the weapon o choice -

are the new protagonists, along with state-o-the-art weapons. In this study we willare the new protagonists, along with state-o-the-art weapons. In this study we will

analyse the eects o the Moroccan army's use o drones analyse the eects o the Moroccan army's use o drones on civilian casuales.on civilian casuales.

A drone is defned as a land, naval or aeronaucal vehicle that is remotely orA drone is defned as a land, naval or aeronaucal vehicle that is remotely or

automacally controlled. In act, its range o possibilies includes aerial drones, butautomacally controlled. In act, its range o possibilies includes aerial drones, but

also land and marine drones. Any vehicle can be droned as long as there is no humanalso land and marine drones. Any vehicle can be droned as long as there is no human

being on boardbeing on board88 . .

55  hps://ehps://es.wikips.wikipedia.edia.org/wikorg/wiki/Gueri/Guergueratguerat
66 Western Sahara : agression militaire marocaine à El Guerguerat Western Sahara : agression militaire marocaine à El Guerguerat hps://www.algerie-hps://www.algerie-
eco.com/2020/11/13/sahara-occidental-agression-militaire-marocaine-a-el-eco.com/2020/11/13/sahara-occidental-agression-militaire-marocaine-a-el-
guerguerguerat/guerguerguerat/
77 The Polisario Front considers the ceasefre with Morocco broken and declares a state o war The Polisario Front considers the ceasefre with Morocco broken and declares a state o war
hps://elpais.com/internacional/2020-11-14/el-rente-polisario-considera-roto-el-alto-el-uego-y-hps://elpais.com/internacional/2020-11-14/el-rente-polisario-considera-roto-el-alto-el-uego-y-
declara-el-estado-de-guerra-con-marruecos.html#.declara-el-estado-de-guerra-con-marruecos.html#.
88 the ashionable weapon: impact o the use o in internaonal relaons and contemporary the ashionable weapon: impact o the use o in internaonal relaons and contemporary
internaonal law //eaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefndmkaj/hps://www.icip.cat/wp-internaonal law //eaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefndmkaj/hps://www.icip.cat/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/ICIP_RESEARCH-4_WEB_compressed.pd content/uploads/2020/11/ICIP_RESEARCH-4_WEB_compressed.pd 
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Drones are certainly not a completely new phenomenon in the context o armedDrones are certainly not a completely new phenomenon in the context o armed

conict. There is a history o drones or surveillance purposes in both World War I andconict. There is a history o drones or surveillance purposes in both World War I and

World War II, which were adapted or World War II, which were adapted or combat tasks aer the Vietnam War. It was withcombat tasks aer the Vietnam War. It was with

the NATO campaign in Kosovo (1999) that "they began to think about the NATO campaign in Kosovo (1999) that "they began to think about the useulness o the useulness o 

aaching a missile to the UAV, which led to the creaon o the Predator drone, armedaaching a missile to the UAV, which led to the creaon o the Predator drone, armed

with Hellfre missiles". Later, with the aacks o 11 September 2001 and the ensuingwith Hellfre missiles". Later, with the aacks o 11 September 2001 and the ensuing

fght against terrorism, the frst armed drones ew over Aghanistan (2001) and Iraqfght against terrorism, the frst armed drones ew over Aghanistan (2001) and Iraq

(2003)(2003)99 . .

Following the re-establishment o diplomac relaons with Israel, the laer hasFollowing the re-establishment o diplomac relaons with Israel, the laer has

become one o Morocco's most important suppliers o military equipment andbecome one o Morocco's most important suppliers o military equipment and

technology, including aack, surveillance and reconnaissance drones, and technology, including aack, surveillance and reconnaissance drones, and even suicideeven suicide

drones. For the acquision o these innovave devices, Morocco is counng on thedrones. For the acquision o these innovave devices, Morocco is counng on the

tradional fnancial support o Arab monarchies, which are reportedly covering thetradional fnancial support o Arab monarchies, which are reportedly covering the

costs o these purchases.costs o these purchases.

This pioneering and cung-edge technology has only uelled the conict with theThis pioneering and cung-edge technology has only uelled the conict with the

Polisario Front, and the most dangerous thing is to transer and clone the Middle EastPolisario Front, and the most dangerous thing is to transer and clone the Middle East

problem to the countries o North Arica and on Europe's doorstep. It is not or nothingproblem to the countries o North Arica and on Europe's doorstep. It is not or nothing

that Algeria warned o the "serious risks o that Algeria warned o the "serious risks o potenally dangerous regional dris".potenally dangerous regional dris".
1010

Following the introducon o drones by Morocco in a new escalaon, theFollowing the introducon o drones by Morocco in a new escalaon, the

Saharawi Mine Acon Coordinaon Oce (SMACO) acknowledges that it cannot relySaharawi Mine Acon Coordinaon Oce (SMACO) acknowledges that it cannot rely

on ully comprehensive data, given on ully comprehensive data, given the diculty o accessing inormaon, the the diculty o accessing inormaon, the diversitydiversity

o sources, and the act that the o sources, and the act that the data is not available rom data is not available rom all sources.all sources.

99 the ashionable weapon: impact o the use o in internaonal relaons and contemporary the ashionable weapon: impact o the use o in internaonal relaons and contemporary
internaonal lawinternaonal law hps://www.icip.cat/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/ICIP_RESEARCH-hps://www.icip.cat/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/ICIP_RESEARCH-
4_WEB_compressed.pd 4_WEB_compressed.pd 

1010  hps://www.rf.r/r/arique/20220413-l-alg%C3%A9rie-accuse-le-maroc-d-assassinats-cibl%C3%A9s-  hps://www.rf.r/r/arique/20220413-l-alg%C3%A9rie-accuse-le-maroc-d-assassinats-cibl%C3%A9s-

apr%C3%A8s-a-drone-aack-au-western-saharaapr%C3%A8s-a-drone-aack-au-western-sahara
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to the sites o the events or security reasons. Even so, it has done basic research toto the sites o the events or security reasons. Even so, it has done basic research to

ideny the eects o these weapons on the civilian populaon.ideny the eects o these weapons on the civilian populaon.

An exploraon o the circumstances in me and place o these aggressions clearlyAn exploraon o the circumstances in me and place o these aggressions clearly

shows that Morocco has extended the operaonal geographic space o its militaryshows that Morocco has extended the operaonal geographic space o its military
drones beyond military targets. Judging by the acts, it has not taken into accountdrones beyond military targets. Judging by the acts, it has not taken into account

either spaal or temporal restricons. There can be no doubt that these aackseither spaal or temporal restricons. There can be no doubt that these aacks

constute an open violaon o basic constute an open violaon o basic human rights and o the human rights and o the UN Charter.UN Charter.

And according to internaonal law experts, the objecve o a conict is not theAnd according to internaonal law experts, the objecve o a conict is not the

systemac eliminaon o the adversary, but "the subjugaon o the enemy as quicklysystemac eliminaon o the adversary, but "the subjugaon o the enemy as quickly

as possible and with the minimum expenditure o human lie and resources". For itsas possible and with the minimum expenditure o human lie and resources". For its

part, the principle o humanity prohibits part, the principle o humanity prohibits "weapons, projecles, mater"weapons, projecles, materials and methodsials and methods

o warare o a o warare o a nature to cause superuous injury or unnecessary suering".nature to cause superuous injury or unnecessary suering".1111

1.1. WHWHERE AERE AND WND WHEN HEN THE THE ATTATTACKACKS TOOS TOOK PLAK PLACECE

As we have already menoned, the Saharawi populaon is separated rom north toAs we have already menoned, the Saharawi populaon is separated rom north to

south and rom west to east into two zones. On one side o the wall, those resisng insouth and rom west to east into two zones. On one side o the wall, those resisng in

Moroccan-occupied territory survive in a situaon o social exclusion and instuonalMoroccan-occupied territory survive in a situaon o social exclusion and instuonal

violence. Protests and symbols o sel-determinaon are heavily repressed, theirviolence. Protests and symbols o sel-determinaon are heavily repressed, their

cizens are oen tortured and jusce is conspicuous by its cizens are oen tortured and jusce is conspicuous by its absence. The other group o absence. The other group o 

the Saharawi populaon lives in reugee camps on Algerian territory, in some o thethe Saharawi populaon lives in reugee camps on Algerian territory, in some o the

most inhospitable deserts in the world, deprived o even returning to their ownmost inhospitable deserts in the world, deprived o even returning to their own

territory. These camps are run by the Saharawi government, and they live thanks toterritory. These camps are run by the Saharawi government, and they live thanks to

humanitarian aid.humanitarian aid.

1111 Felipe Gómez Isa. Armed aacks with drones in internaonal law Felipe Gómez Isa. Armed aacks with drones in internaonal law
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Needless to say, drones have a great potenal to y over very dierent and distantNeedless to say, drones have a great potenal to y over very dierent and distant

areas as they can move quickly over desert, rugged or uneven terrain with real-meareas as they can move quickly over desert, rugged or uneven terrain with real-me

broadcasng o high quality images thanks to the devices they have such as cameras,broadcasng o high quality images thanks to the devices they have such as cameras,

sensors, inrared and satellites as they can discriminate with a high degree o accuracysensors, inrared and satellites as they can discriminate with a high degree o accuracy

between military targets and civilian populaon.between military targets and civilian populaon.

One o the limits is the prohibion o weapons and methods o warare "which causeOne o the limits is the prohibion o weapons and methods o warare "which cause

superuous injury or unnecessary suering". The other limit reers to the prohibionsuperuous injury or unnecessary suering". The other limit reers to the prohibion

o weapons whose use is indiscriminate in nature, i.e. they are not capable o beingo weapons whose use is indiscriminate in nature, i.e. they are not capable o being

"directed against a specifc military objecve"directed against a specifc military objecve1212 ". ".

Sll, despite this cung-edge technology, it is pernent to recall in this context thatSll, despite this cung-edge technology, it is pernent to recall in this context that

the ollowing can be tesfed rom the tracking o aacks perpetrated by Moroccanthe ollowing can be tesfed rom the tracking o aacks perpetrated by Moroccan

drones against civilians:drones against civilians:

-- All All thethese ase aaacks cks tootook plk place ace in din desesert ert terterrarain, in, opeopen, an, arid rid and and witwithouhoutt

vegetaon where it is very easy to check even the colours o the cars and evenvegetaon where it is very easy to check even the colours o the cars and even

the belongings and means o the vicms to disnguish between military andthe belongings and means o the vicms to disnguish between military and

civilian targets.civilian targets.

-- TheThese ase aackacks took ps took placlace in aree in areas seas seververal or eval or even tween twenty knty kiloilometmetres res rom throm thee

Moroccan wall.Moroccan wall.

-- It is It is also also obvioobvious thus that that these ese civilcivilians ians do nodo not cont constustute ate any thny threat reat to thto thee
Moroccan army, nor are they close to the site o military clashes. It is not orMoroccan army, nor are they close to the site o military clashes. It is not or

nothing that 65% o the aacks took place right on the internaonal bordernothing that 65% o the aacks took place right on the internaonal border

lines.lines.

1212 Felipe Gómez Isa. Armed aacks with drones in internaonal law Felipe Gómez Isa. Armed aacks with drones in internaonal law
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-- AnAnd ad as ws we se saiaid id in tn the he prprevevioious us rerepoportrt1313  , these aacks took place in areas  , these aacks took place in areas

where the Saharawi army did not operate, which meant that many where the Saharawi army did not operate, which meant that many vicms werevicms were

le or hours and days without anyone providing them with the necessary aidle or hours and days without anyone providing them with the necessary aid

and evacuaon services. In the case o Embarek Sbai and his riend, killed inand evacuaon services. In the case o Embarek Sbai and his riend, killed in

Imrikli, they spent more than 17 days without receiving a dignifed burial.Imrikli, they spent more than 17 days without receiving a dignifed burial.

Friends and relaves o vicms are araid to venture out or ear o being hit byFriends and relaves o vicms are araid to venture out or ear o being hit by

Moroccan drones, as in the case o the young Deidih Mahmud Hueibita whoMoroccan drones, as in the case o the young Deidih Mahmud Hueibita who

was aacked alone when he tried to help some recently killed vicms on 24was aacked alone when he tried to help some recently killed vicms on 24

November 2022 in the November 2022 in the Mauritanian-SaMauritanian-Saharawi border region o harawi border region o Ahfr.Ahfr.

(Geography of the aacks – 61% F(Geography of the aacks – 61% Froner regions / 38% inside territories)roner regions / 38% inside territories)

These aggressions and aacks provoked a massive ight o the indigenous people toThese aggressions and aacks provoked a massive ight o the indigenous people to
saer areas, according to the Saharawi government around 30 to 40,000 people weresaer areas, according to the Saharawi government around 30 to 40,000 people were

living connuously or disconnuously in the liberated territoriesliving connuously or disconnuously in the liberated territories1414  . These groups o   . These groups o 

people ormed in small communies in the people ormed in small communies in the localies o Tiari, Mheriz, Agueinit, Miyeclocalies o Tiari, Mheriz, Agueinit, Miyec

and Bir lehlu have been orced to leave their homes because o these indiscriminateand Bir lehlu have been orced to leave their homes because o these indiscriminate

aacks or to sele in Algerian territory, while others that have been orced to leaveaacks or to sele in Algerian territory, while others that have been orced to leave

their homes because o their homes because o these aacks have ed to these aacks have ed to Mauritanian territory.Mauritanian territory.

  

1313 Moroccan drone aacks against civilians, a crime unpunished Moroccan drone aacks against civilians, a crime unpunished hps://smaco-hps://smaco-

ws.com/en/2022/09/07/moroccan-drone-aacks-against-civilians-a-crime-unpunished/ws.com/en/2022/09/07/moroccan-drone-aacks-against-civilians-a-crime-unpunished/ 1414 East o the East o the
Wall (EoB)Wall (EoB)



    

This exodus is the result o violence against them through Moroccan drone aacks,This exodus is the result o violence against them through Moroccan drone aacks,

which have generated, as in other villages, a sense o terror among men, women andwhich have generated, as in other villages, a sense o terror among men, women and

children, giving rise to anxietchildren, giving rise to anxiety y and post-traumaand post-traumac stress phenomena among tc stress phenomena among thehe

populaon.populaon.

The impact o the use o drones on the civilian populaon is not only limited to theThe impact o the use o drones on the civilian populaon is not only limited to the

people who are directly aected by the physical and socio-economic consequences o people who are directly aected by the physical and socio-economic consequences o 

an aack, but the lie and daily lie o enre populaons will be greatly condioned byan aack, but the lie and daily lie o enre populaons will be greatly condioned by

the constant overight o these aircra and the ear o an aack at any momentthe constant overight o these aircra and the ear o an aack at any moment1515 . On . On

the ground, this explains why many amilies have moved to Mauritanian territory just athe ground, this explains why many amilies have moved to Mauritanian territory just a

ew kilometres rom the Saharawi border, where, according to witnesses, they oenew kilometres rom the Saharawi border, where, according to witnesses, they oen

observe Moroccan drone observe Moroccan drone overights.overights.

During 2020, 2021 and During 2020, 2021 and 2022, the average aack rate is 4%, 45%, 2022, the average aack rate is 4%, 45%, and 51% respecvely.and 51% respecvely.

The months with the highest number o aacks is November with 51%, while theThe months with the highest number o aacks is November with 51%, while the

lowest rate was recorded in the summer months.lowest rate was recorded in the summer months.

1515 Felipe GÓMEZ ISA. ARMED ATTACKS WITH DRONES IN INTERNATIONAL LAW. Felipe GÓMEZ ISA. ARMED ATTACKS WITH DRONES IN INTERNATIONAL LAW.
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2.2. WHICWHICH GROH GROUPS UPS OF POF PEOPLEOPLE ARE ARE MOE MOST VUST VULNERALNERABLE?BLE?

The most important requirement or a The most important requirement or a person to be person to be considered as directly parcipangconsidered as directly parcipang

in hoslies is that there be a in hoslies is that there be a link (belligerent nexus) betweelink (belligerent nexus) between the acvies carried outn the acvies carried out

by a parcular person or group by a parcular person or group o persons and the conduct o o persons and the conduct o hoslieshoslies

1616

 . .

An analysis o the nature o these groups and their respecve profles shows that theAn analysis o the nature o these groups and their respecve profles shows that the

aacks have not ollowed "suspicious paerns o behaviour", nor has it been possibleaacks have not ollowed "suspicious paerns o behaviour", nor has it been possible

to establish any relaonship or link between these groups and the Saharawi military.to establish any relaonship or link between these groups and the Saharawi military.

The data would be much more alarming i we were to compare and imagine theThe data would be much more alarming i we were to compare and imagine the

populaon density in square populaon density in square kilometres.kilometres.

(Herders / Nomads/ Traders/ Gold Diggers / Travelers)(Herders / Nomads/ Traders/ Gold Diggers / Travelers)

Based on stascal analyses o the profle and acvies o Based on stascal analyses o the profle and acvies o the vicms o drone strikes,the vicms o drone strikes,

we can confrm that the most vulnerable groups are: travellers, nomads, gold diggers,we can confrm that the most vulnerable groups are: travellers, nomads, gold diggers,

traders and herders or traders and herders or cale herders.cale herders.

1616 Ibid. Ibid.
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But through these targeted aacks, other objecves beyond the military were beingBut through these targeted aacks, other objecves beyond the military were being

pursued, such as trying to negpursued, such as trying to negavely inuence the avely inuence the ow o transport and ow o transport and tradetrade

between neighbouring countries, inmidang, terrorising and panicking innocentbetween neighbouring countries, inmidang, terrorising and panicking innocent

civilians.civilians.

3.3. DISTRIDISTRIBUTIBUTION OF ON OF VICTIMVICTIMS BY AS BY AGE GRGE GROUP OUP AND BAND BY NATY NATIONALIONALITYITY

Knowing that drones are equipped with high technology in target detecon, satelliteKnowing that drones are equipped with high technology in target detecon, satellite

connecon, sensors, inrared technology, cameras, etc. this allows you to detect anyconnecon, sensors, inrared technology, cameras, etc. this allows you to detect any

type o target, regardless o its nature, at any type o target, regardless o its nature, at any me o day or me o day or night in its area o night in its area o acon.acon.

SMACO has surveyed a total o 61 SMACO has surveyed a total o 61 drone strikes on civilians, which have le at least 80drone strikes on civilians, which have le at least 80

people o dierent naonalies dead or injured.people o dierent naonalies dead or injured.

The age range o vicms according to gender shows that 98.7% o vicms are male,The age range o vicms according to gender shows that 98.7% o vicms are male,

compared to 1.2% emale. 96.1% are adults, while 3.8% compared to 1.2% emale. 96.1% are adults, while 3.8% are adolescents. O the overallare adolescents. O the overall

total o vicms, more than 94% are under 40 years o age.total o vicms, more than 94% are under 40 years o age.

(Saharawi / Mauritanians / Algerians / other naonalies)(Saharawi / Mauritanians / Algerians / other naonalies)

Throughout these two years and two months o war, the percentage o those aectedThroughout these two years and two months o war, the percentage o those aected

has varied by country, according to the regions aacked and the seasons o the year.has varied by country, according to the regions aacked and the seasons o the year.

For example, unl 9 April 2021, when the bulk o the aacks were centred in theFor example, unl 9 April 2021, when the bulk o the aacks were centred in the

north, 60% o the north, 60% o the atalies were Saharawi, while 14.5% were Saharawi.atalies were Saharawi, while 14.5% were Saharawi.



    

 pg. pg. 1111

Mauritanians, 8.3% Algerians and 17.1% are people whose naonality has not beenMauritanians, 8.3% Algerians and 17.1% are people whose naonality has not been

idenfed (some o them in a state o decomposion, others burnt or withoutidenfed (some o them in a state o decomposion, others burnt or without

documentaon).documentaon).

For example, aer a dozen Moroccan drone aacks in the south o Western SaharaFor example, aer a dozen Moroccan drone aacks in the south o Western Sahara

accounted or 64% o the total number o aacks, the Mauritanian death toll rose toaccounted or 64% o the total number o aacks, the Mauritanian death toll rose to

46%, an increase o 32% in the last six months o 2022 compared to the last report46%, an increase o 32% in the last six months o 2022 compared to the last report

(April 2022).(April 2022).

According to various sources, Mauritanian cizens were killed in the south o WesternAccording to various sources, Mauritanian cizens were killed in the south o Western

Sahara, mainly in Gleibat Elula, Miyec, Agzumal and Tagzumalet, Zgula, Agueinit, GrairSahara, mainly in Gleibat Elula, Miyec, Agzumal and Tagzumalet, Zgula, Agueinit, Grair

lebiar, Gleib elbura, Imricli, Ahfr, lebiar, Gleib elbura, Imricli, Ahfr, Twezerat, Zaazaiat, Laruait and other regions.Twezerat, Zaazaiat, Laruait and other regions.

The overall number o dead and wounded are: Saharawis, 45% dead and 38%The overall number o dead and wounded are: Saharawis, 45% dead and 38%

wounded; while 43% o Mauritanians are wounded compared to 54% dead. Algerianswounded; while 43% o Mauritanians are wounded compared to 54% dead. Algerians

account or 4% and account or 4% and unidenfed persons or 12%.unidenfed persons or 12%.

Several vicms are killed instantly in these aacks, and those who survive aer theSeveral vicms are killed instantly in these aacks, and those who survive aer the

impact spend hours and hours without anyone arriving at their locaon, oen dyingimpact spend hours and hours without anyone arriving at their locaon, oen dying

due to lack o due to lack o rescue and evacuaon.rescue and evacuaon.

The lucky ones are transerred to the medical centre in the nearest Mauritanian townThe lucky ones are transerred to the medical centre in the nearest Mauritanian town

o Zouerate or treatment"o Zouerate or treatment"1717 . .

The Algerian naonals were not sae either, three were killed and their two trucksThe Algerian naonals were not sae either, three were killed and their two trucks

burned in early November 2021 while they were making the "Nouakcho-Ouargla"burned in early November 2021 while they were making the "Nouakcho-Ouargla"

connecon 14 km rom the Saharawi town o Bir lehlu.connecon 14 km rom the Saharawi town o Bir lehlu.

1717  hp://www.zoueratemedihp://www.zoueratemedia.ino/node/4225a.ino/node/4225
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InteresnglyInteresngly, aer killing , aer killing three Algerian naonals on 1 three Algerian naonals on 1 November 2021, Morocco killedNovember 2021, Morocco killed

fve Mauritanians again just a year later in fve Mauritanians again just a year later in the regions o Agzumal and the regions o Agzumal and TagzumaletTagzumalet1818 . .

These aacks have been suered by cizens o These aacks have been suered by cizens o neighbouring countries, causing dozensneighbouring countries, causing dozens

o vicms among the dead, wounded and displaced. They have also provoked hatred,o vicms among the dead, wounded and displaced. They have also provoked hatred,

resentment and rancour among the inhabitants o the areas towards Morocco. Theseresentment and rancour among the inhabitants o the areas towards Morocco. These

aacks on Saharawi, Mauritanian and Algerian cizens have aacks on Saharawi, Mauritanian and Algerian cizens have generategenerated strong cricismd strong cricism

and concern rom various sectors o the and concern rom various sectors o the polical spectrum in these countries.polical spectrum in these countries.

In a press In a press release, the Algerian Presidency described this assassinaon as cowardly andrelease, the Algerian Presidency described this assassinaon as cowardly and

barbaric "enunciang several actors that point to the Moroccan occupaon orces inbarbaric "enunciang several actors that point to the Moroccan occupaon orces in

Western Sahara or having commied, with sophiscated weaponry, this cowardlyWestern Sahara or having commied, with sophiscated weaponry, this cowardly

assassinaon"assassinaon"1919  , denouncing "belligerent pracces that resemble repeve acts o   , denouncing "belligerent pracces that resemble repeve acts o 

state terrorism and take on state terrorism and take on the characteriscs o extrajudicial execuons".the characteriscs o extrajudicial execuons".

These aggressions were also denounced by the Mauritanian government spokesman,These aggressions were also denounced by the Mauritanian government spokesman,

Nani Ould Cherouqa, who Nani Ould Cherouqa, who confrmed his government's dissasacon over the death o confrmed his government's dissasacon over the death o 

Mauritanian cizens in a Moroccan drone bombing inside Western Saharan landsMauritanian cizens in a Moroccan drone bombing inside Western Saharan lands2020 . .

While drones are not a While drones are not a prohibited weapon undeprohibited weapon under internaonal humanitar internaonal humanitarian law duerian law due

to their indiscriminate nature, their use in armed conict must at to their indiscriminate nature, their use in armed conict must at all mes be governedall mes be governed

by the principles o by the principles o disncon, proporonality, military necessity and humanitydisncon, proporonality, military necessity and humanity2121 . .

1818  hps://alakhbar.inohps://alakhbar.ino/?q=node/43833/?q=node/43833
1919 hps://www.aps.dz/algerie/130452-assassinat-de-trois-algerienshps://www.aps.dz/algerie/130452-assassinat-de-trois-algeriens-la-rappe-marocaine-par-drone--la-rappe-marocaine-par-drone-
etait-premediteeetait-premeditee
2020 hps:// hps://www.zahraaino.cowww.zahraaino.com/node/30657m/node/30657
2121 Felipe GÓMEZ ISA. ARMED ATTACKS WITH DRONES IN INTERNATIONAL LAW. Felipe GÓMEZ ISA. ARMED ATTACKS WITH DRONES IN INTERNATIONAL LAW.
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4.4. WHWHAT ARAT ARE THE THE MOSE MOST DANT DANGERGEROUS AOUS ACTICTIVITVITIESIES

Virtually any person or vehicle crossing or inside Saharawi territory is targeted byVirtually any person or vehicle crossing or inside Saharawi territory is targeted by

Moroccan army drones.Moroccan army drones.

(Acvies – most dangerous causes : Gold Digging 50% (Acvies – most dangerous causes : Gold Digging 50% / Ttavelling 30% / / Ttavelling 30% / Other acvies – infrastructures 19%)Other acvies – infrastructures 19%)

But thanks to an exhausve analysis o the most dangerous and potenally lethalBut thanks to an exhausve analysis o the most dangerous and potenally lethal

acvies, we have been able to fnd out rom the database that, according to theacvies, we have been able to fnd out rom the database that, according to the

database, the most punished are the gold diggers by 50%, these include direct aacksdatabase, the most punished are the gold diggers by 50%, these include direct aacks

on excavaon sites, as well as travel to and rom these points. Aacks on travellers onon excavaon sites, as well as travel to and rom these points. Aacks on travellers on

dierent locaons and routes accounted or 30%; and 19% involved dierent acviesdierent locaons and routes accounted or 30%; and 19% involved dierent acvies

and and inrastructuinrastructuresres2222 . .

5.5. MAMATETERIRIAL AL LOLOSSSSESES

To this day, no fnal assessment has been made o the eects o these aacks onTo this day, no fnal assessment has been made o the eects o these aacks on

civilian property and other acilies and inrastructure o a benefcial nature to thecivilian property and other acilies and inrastructure o a benefcial nature to the

civilian populaon.civilian populaon.

2222 They have aacked a hospital, several private homes, water wells, and amily tents, as well as dozens They have aacked a hospital, several private homes, water wells, and amily tents, as well as dozens
o camelso camels



    

However, more than 51 vehicles and cars o dierent specifcaons were destroyed.However, more than 51 vehicles and cars o dierent specifcaons were destroyed.

84% are 4x4 cars o the brands Toyota, Nissan and Land Rover. 9.8% are trucks, while84% are 4x4 cars o the brands Toyota, Nissan and Land Rover. 9.8% are trucks, while

3.9% are tankers or the provision o drinking water or amilies, communies and3.9% are tankers or the provision o drinking water or amilies, communies and

nomads. 29% o these cars were destroyed in 2021, against almost 62% destroyed innomads. 29% o these cars were destroyed in 2021, against almost 62% destroyed in

2022. 2022. The vast majority o the caThe vast majority o the cars, 51%, are Saharawis, while 35% are Mars, 51%, are Saharawis, while 35% are Mauritanians.uritanians.

(Destroyed Vehicles and transport means - Trucks 5 / 4x4 cars 44 / Water Tankers 2 / Property and(Destroyed Vehicles and transport means - Trucks 5 / 4x4 cars 44 / Water Tankers 2 / Property and

infrastructures ?)infrastructures ?)

It is clear rom this data that the number o It is clear rom this data that the number o cars destroyed is inversely proporcars destroyed is inversely proporonal toonal to

the number o vicms, or the reason that most o the Mauritanian vicms were goldthe number o vicms, or the reason that most o the Mauritanian vicms were gold

diggers and travelled in groups, while the Saharawis were oen in small groups anddiggers and travelled in groups, while the Saharawis were oen in small groups and

travellers.travellers.

In addion to these material losses, the Moroccan army connues with its dirtyIn addion to these material losses, the Moroccan army connues with its dirty

tataccccs s tatargergeng ng ththe e livlivelielihoohoods ds o o the the SahSaharaarawis wis and and the the livlivelielihoohoods ds o o seseververalal

SahSaharaarawi wi amamiliilies es reresidsiding ing in in the the libliberaerated ted terterritritoriories. es. SevSeveraeral l heherds rds o o cacamelmel

carcasses, the result o a bombardment by the Moroccan army, were seen in carcasses, the result o a bombardment by the Moroccan army, were seen in dierentdierent

parts o the desert.parts o the desert.2323 Food and  Food and drink are extracted rom the camels, as well as a smalldrink are extracted rom the camels, as well as a small

income to subsist in the middle o the desert. These exterminaons leave dozens o income to subsist in the middle o the desert. These exterminaons leave dozens o 

amilies without the most basic resources to survive.amilies without the most basic resources to survive.

2323  hps://www.ecsaharaui.com/2020/11/el-ejercito-marroqui-apunta-los-medios.htm hps://www.ecsaharaui.com/2020/11/el-ejercito-marroqui-apunta-los-medios.htm ll
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6.6. THE PTHE PRINCIPRINCIPLES OLES OF DISTF DISTINCTIOINCTION, PRON, PROPORTIPORTIONALIONALITY, MITY, MILITARYLITARY

NECESSITY AND HUMANE NECESSITYNECESSITY AND HUMANE NECESSITY

The proporonality o an aack depends on the military signifcance o the target. AsThe proporonality o an aack depends on the military signifcance o the target. As

stated in Arcle 51(5)(b) o Protocol I Addional to the Geneva Convenons, they arestated in Arcle 51(5)(b) o Protocol I Addional to the Geneva Convenons, they are

considered indiscriminate aacks and are considered indiscriminate aacks and are thereore prohibited.thereore prohibited.

SMACO has had access to inormaon on two cases, one military and one civilian, inSMACO has had access to inormaon on two cases, one military and one civilian, in

which these principles have not which these principles have not been respected.been respected.

The frst is the case o young Deidih Mahmud The frst is the case o young Deidih Mahmud Hueibita who was killed when he was Hueibita who was killed when he was hithit

by a rocket rom a drone on 24 November 2022 in the Mauritanian-Saharawi borderby a rocket rom a drone on 24 November 2022 in the Mauritanian-Saharawi border

region o Ahfr.region o Ahfr.

The other case, the only military case we have dealt with in this study, is to tesy toThe other case, the only military case we have dealt with in this study, is to tesy to

this disproporonality, and it is the case o the young Jatra Buchraia, who according tothis disproporonality, and it is the case o the young Jatra Buchraia, who according to

his companion, another soldier, Ahmed Salem Brahim Mohamed, who was driving thehis companion, another soldier, Ahmed Salem Brahim Mohamed, who was driving the

car, said that "we were aacked east o Tmeimchet Agzumal, on 25 November, atcar, said that "we were aacked east o Tmeimchet Agzumal, on 25 November, at

about 13.20 h., we were hit by the frst rocket, the impact threw me out o the car, itabout 13.20 h., we were hit by the frst rocket, the impact threw me out o the car, it

stayed several metres away, and when it stopped my companion came to help me, hestayed several metres away, and when it stopped my companion came to help me, he

tried in vain to carry me, he tried in vain to carry me, he was thrown out o the was thrown out o the car, We were hit by the frst rocket,car, We were hit by the frst rocket,

the impact threw me out o the car, it kept going or several metres, and when itthe impact threw me out o the car, it kept going or several metres, and when it

stopped my passenger came to help me, he tried in vain to carry me, he was hit bystopped my passenger came to help me, he tried in vain to carry me, he was hit by

another rocket directly and I only saw a cloud o smoke and several pieces o his bodyanother rocket directly and I only saw a cloud o smoke and several pieces o his body

hit me like shrapnel. Another gold prospectors' car ollowing the survivor saw the frsthit me like shrapnel. Another gold prospectors' car ollowing the survivor saw the frst
explosion, came to the rescue and was shot explosion, came to the rescue and was shot down, killing the occupantsdown, killing the occupants2424 . .

7.7. HAS HAS USED USED THERMTHERMOBARIC OBARIC MUNIMUNITIONS TIONS AGAINSAGAINST CIVT CIVILIANILIANS?S?

The Bayraktar TB2 drone's munions are theThe Bayraktar TB2 drone's munions are the

MAM amily o air-to-ground missiles capableMAM amily o air-to-ground missiles capable

o striking targets at a range o up to 8 to 14o striking targets at a range o up to 8 to 14

km. In addion, they can km. In addion, they can employ a variety o employ a variety o 

replaceable ragmentareplaceable ragmentaon, thermobaric or on, thermobaric or tandem cumulave ammunion typestandem cumulave ammunion types2525 . .

2424 Statement by survivor Ahmed Salem Brahim Mohamed, 12/01/2023. Statement by survivor Ahmed Salem Brahim Mohamed, 12/01/2023.
2525 hps://root-naon.com/es/arcleshps://root-naon.com/es/arcles-es/equipamiento-militar-es/es-resena-uav-bayraktar-tb2-que--es/equipamiento-militar-es/es-resena-uav-bayraktar-tb2-que-
beast_class/#Bayraktar_TB2_combat_equipmentbeast_class/#Bayraktar_TB2_combat_equipment
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The appearance o charred bodies in aacks in some areas, and especially north o The appearance o charred bodies in aacks in some areas, and especially north o 

Tagzumalet with severe burns that have caused the instant death o at least fve goldTagzumalet with severe burns that have caused the instant death o at least fve gold

panners, while others were seriously injured. This shows that they are being aackedpanners, while others were seriously injured. This shows that they are being aacked

by unconvenonal munions. It is not excluded that these munions are romby unconvenonal munions. It is not excluded that these munions are rom

thermobaric weapons.thermobaric weapons.

These munions are a subclass o volumetricThese munions are a subclass o volumetric

weapons, consisng o a uel tank and weapons, consisng o a uel tank and two separatetwo separate

explosive charges. When launched, the frst chargeexplosive charges. When launched, the frst charge

detonates and disperses the uel parcles, while detonates and disperses the uel parcles, while thethe

second charge ignites the dispersed uel second charge ignites the dispersed uel and oxygenand oxygen

in the air, creang a blast wave o in the air, creang a blast wave o extreme pressuextreme pressurere
and heatand heat2626 . .

2626  hps://www.rtve.es/nocias/20220304/bombas-racimo-termobaricas/2301928.shtm hps://www.rtve.es/nocias/20220304/bombas-racimo-termobaricas/2301928.shtm ll
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8.8. COCOMPMPARARIISOSONSNS

The Bureau o Invesgave Journalism27 said that between 2010 and 2020, it trackedThe Bureau o Invesgave Journalism27 said that between 2010 and 2020, it tracked

and invesgated US drone strikes and other covert acons in Pakistan, Aghanistan,and invesgated US drone strikes and other covert acons in Pakistan, Aghanistan,Yemen and Somalia.Yemen and Somalia.

As can be seen in the graph, among the three countries aacked by the United StatesAs can be seen in the graph, among the three countries aacked by the United States

o America, only Yemen exceeds the number o aacks perpetrated by Morocco ino America, only Yemen exceeds the number o aacks perpetrated by Morocco in

Western SaharaWestern Sahara. And i . And i we were to add up the annual average o these aacks over 32we were to add up the annual average o these aacks over 32

years between these our countries, we would fnd that 40% o them were directedyears between these our countries, we would fnd that 40% o them were directed

against civilians in Western Sahara, in just two against civilians in Western Sahara, in just two years.years.

2727h h ps://wwwps://www.thebur.thebureauinveauinvesgates.esgates.com/prcom/projects/ojects/drone-wdrone-warar
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CONCLUSIONS AND FACTORS TO CONSIDERCONCLUSIONS AND FACTORS TO CONSIDER

A frst aspect to be A frst aspect to be analysed is the nature and analysed is the nature and extent o the drone aacks, i.e. whetherextent o the drone aacks, i.e. whether

these aacks can be considered to have crossed the these aacks can be considered to have crossed the threshold required to qualiy as anthreshold required to qualiy as an

"armed aack", as required by the UN Charter, which opens the door to legimate"armed aack", as required by the UN Charter, which opens the door to legimate

sel-deencesel-deence2828 , since no link or nexus between these civilians and the Saharawi army , since no link or nexus between these civilians and the Saharawi army

military has been established.military has been established.

I the protecon o the vicms o internaonal armed conicts is covered by Protocol II the protecon o the vicms o internaonal armed conicts is covered by Protocol I

Addional to the Geneva Convenons o 1949, how can one jusy the absence andAddional to the Geneva Convenons o 1949, how can one jusy the absence and

intervenon - in situ - o major instuons such as the Internaonal Red Cross and theintervenon - in situ - o major instuons such as the Internaonal Red Cross and the

disinterest, neglect and abandonment o instuons and NGOs such as Human Rightsdisinterest, neglect and abandonment o instuons and NGOs such as Human Rights

Watch and Amnesty Internaonal, which should be monitoring and ollowing up theseWatch and Amnesty Internaonal, which should be monitoring and ollowing up these

crimes, only strengthen Moroccan intransigence to connue comming thesecrimes, only strengthen Moroccan intransigence to connue comming these

violaons with total impunity.violaons with total impunity.

2828 Felipe GÓMEZ ISA. ARMED ATTACKS WITH DRONES IN INTERNATIONAL LAW. Felipe GÓMEZ ISA. ARMED ATTACKS WITH DRONES IN INTERNATIONAL LAW.
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What is strange and shocking is that Morocco has never acknowledged either ociallyWhat is strange and shocking is that Morocco has never acknowledged either ocially

or unocially aacking these civilians, nor has or unocially aacking these civilians, nor has it ever expressed its condolences to theit ever expressed its condolences to the

amilies o the vicms, let alone any reparaon process, and reuses even an ocialamilies o the vicms, let alone any reparaon process, and reuses even an ocial

apology to the vicms' countries.apology to the vicms' countries.

More ino:More ino: www.smaco-ws.comwww.smaco-ws.com

Chahid Elhaed Buyema, Rabouni, 22 January 2023Chahid Elhaed Buyema, Rabouni, 22 January 2023


